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^ 3^otD to tl^e m»^tmitm Mtahtt. 

A PROVERB is the Wifdom of Antiquity 
cryftalHzed into a Pithy Phrafe but if it 
be not poffefFd of the Proper Pedigree, 
be it ever fo Brilliancy it is at beft but a Baftard 
Brat or a Sorry Upftart avoided alike by the 
Learned and flouted by the Vulgar. Its Patent 
of Nobility demands that it be Witty and Hand- 
fome in Admonition; Dignified in Difcourfe; and 
Rapid as a Rapier in Rebuke. Combining Wit 
with Wifdom and Brevity with Brain it may 
afford a Refuge for the Rogue or be a Solace for 
the Saint; it proves at times a Crutch for the 
Cripple to fave his fhins and anon, a Cudgel 
for the Curate to' thwack Sinners to Salvation. 

Proverbs were held in high Efteem by the 
Antients as is Shewn by Holy Writ in the col- 
lection of Quaint Saws and Approved Apoph- 
thegms compiled by King Solomon in the intervals 
of relaxation betwixt his arduous Duties as a 

[ v ] Lawgiver 
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Lawgiver and as an Architect. Plato, Plutarch 
and Erasmus accounted them as Worthy of the 
Dignity of Study and the moderns have proven 
them an Eafy Method of inftruftion for the Young 
and Foolijh while engaging the attention of the 
Graybeard. 

A Proverb generally conveys more to the Brain 
than is uttered to the Ear, neverthelefs its Proper 
Underftanding is of Eafier attainment than the 
aptnefs of its application for it fhould never be 
ferved as the Goofe but only as the Sauce which 
imparts Zeft to what otherwise might prove to be 
of doubtful flavour. In the hand of an Artificer 
of Difcourfe a Proverb is a Hammer that drives 
the Nail home and clinches it, and he is a poor 
Craftfman who ufes two nails where one fhould 
fiiffice. 

Jno. F. 
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THIS Proverb intimates. That it is natural 
for all living Creatures, whether rational 
or irrational, to confult their own Security, 
and Self-prefervation; and whether they adl by 
InftinA or Reafon, it ftill tends to fome care of 
avoiding thofe things that have already done them 
an Injury; and there are a great many Old fayings 
in feveral Languages according to the Purport of 
this Proverb: The Hebrews fay, «^^n rrrOJT ]D 
: iT6 b^TMD K^in the Greeks, UaOa^v here vqmo^ 
Syvto; the Latins, Pifcator iilus fapit; and the 
French, Chien efcaude craint Feaufroide. 

[ I ] As 
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THIS Proverb is applicable to fuch as ac5t 
Hand over Head, in Matters of Moment, 
without the Precaution of good Counfel 
and Advice; and all the Slips, Mifmanagements 
and Afflidlions of both Old or Young, through 
Raflinefs or Overfight, are expof'd to this bitter 
Taunt; /is they have brew'd e'en Jo let them bake. 



THIS is an excufatory Proverb for the com- 
mon Failings of Mankind; and intimates, 
that there is no Man perfe£l in all Points, 
wife in all Refpedls, or awake at all Hours; and is 
a Satyr againft Cenforioufnefs; and accordingly, 
Vitiis nemo fine nafcitur, fays Horace; and the 
Greeks fay, Tldcrauri, KopxjSaXKicrw XP^ Xo^ov 
€yy€v6r^at; and the ItalianSy Ogni grano ha la 
Sua femola. 

[ 2 ] It 



Digitized by 



Google 



DIVERS PROVERBS 



3It (0 an fU tofnii ti^at blotosi no bodi? 
goon. 

THIS Proverb intimates that the Difpen- 
fations of Providence are never entirely 
and univerfally /// in themfeheSy tho they 
may be very affliding to fome particular Perfons, 
for that at the fame Time they are to the Ad- 
vantage of others; as if a Sicknefs invades a City, 
it turns to the Profit of Phyficians; if a Conflagra- 
tion lays great part of a City in Afhes, or a Tempeft 
deftroys a Navy, it helps Builders to a good Stroke 
of Work; if a Fleet of Merchants Ships fink in a 
Storm, or fall into the hands of Pirates, it is to the 
enriching of fuch who have Store of fuch Merchan- 
dizes by them: So that Unius dijpendium alterius 
eft compendiumy as fay the Latins \ and A quelque 
choje mal heur eft Bonne y the French; novXwo8o9 
K€<^aXp €1/1 fiev KOKov, iv he kcu icrdXoVf the 
Greeks; and DID ID ]^«B^ JP ]^«, the Hebrews. 

[ 3 ] What 



Digitized by 



Googk 



DIVERS PROVERBS 



mi^at fsi htth in t\^t T5(mt toUl 
ntttt be out of tl^e fit^. 

THIS Proverb is applied to fuch as imitate 
fome Vice of their Parents; and intimates. 
That Perfons naturally addi<5led to any 
Vice, will fcarce ever be reclaimed afterwards by 
the Art of Rhetorick, or the Power of Perfuafion, 
Authority, or Command: So fay the Latins y Lupus 
pilum mutaty non inentem\ the Greeks y BvXoi/ 
ayicvkov oi&enorr opOov ; the HebrewSy Ki^^D 



iS>nt ISith in i\^t l^anii fsi toott)^ 
ttDO in t\^t OBuf]^. 

THIS Proverb intimates. That Poffeffion is 
a mighty Matter, and precautions us not 
to run the Hazard of a certain Lofs for an 
uncertain Gain; and teaches us that FUTURITIES 

[ 4 ] "e 
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are liable to Dif appointments \ no depending on 
fkall or will HEREAFTER, and no commanding 
Things out of our Hand five Tenfes diftant from 
Fruition. It feems to have been borrowed either 
of the Hebrews, who fay, «nBa «miE)X «aD 
D'^miB nXDD or GreekSy who fay, Nifirto? 09 Ta 
eroifia Xtiroiv averoifia StctiKet, Heliod; and the 
Romans peremptorily fay, Spem pretio non emo; 
and the French, Mieux vaunt un tenez, que deux 
vous Faurez. 



^ Cat mat looft npon a Mvu^ 

THIS is a faucy Proverb, generally made 
ufe of by pragmatical Perfons who muft 
needs be cenfuring their Superiors, and 
take it by the worft Handle, and carry it beyond 
its Bounds: For tho' Peafants may look at and 
honour Great Men, Patriots and Potentates, yet 
they are not to fpit in their faces. 

[ 5 ] I talk 
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31 talii of Ci^alft and fou of ci^eefe. 

A LL the Impertinence in Converfafion, Com^ 
ZJk merce, or Bufinefs, is reprehended by this 
^ ^ Saying, where the G)mpany do not make a 
Harmony in their Di/couffe nor keep to the Point 
in ^ueftion. Verfion of the Latin, Ego de cafeo 
loquor tu de creta refpondes. 



Cl^atftt beginsi at l^ome. 

THIS Proverb is an excufatory Reply to 
importunate Solicitations, for either Alms 
or AiTiftance, beyond a prudential Chari- 
tablenefs or Generofity; it intimates, that Self- 
love is the Meaf ure of our Love to our Neighbour. 
It is the fame in Senfe with Terence, Proximus 
fum egomet mihi. Lot. and the Greeky 4>iX€l 8* 
cavroG liJaXkov ov8€i9 ovScpa. 

[ 6 ] Cut 
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Cnt four Coat accotiifng to imiv 
Clot)^. 

THIS Proverb contains good Advice to 
People of all Ranks and D^ees, to balance 
Accounts betwixt their Expences and their 
Incomes y and not to let their Vanity lead them^as we 
say. To out-run the Confiable\ and fo fay the Latins^ 
Sumptus cenfum ne juperet\ and the French^ Fol 
eft qui plus defpendy que fa rente ne vaut. 

mi^at can't be cuv'ii muft be eitinit'ii. 

THIS is a confolatory Proverb, applicable 
to Perfons under the PreiTure of fome in- 
evitable Calamity; and advifes to make a 
Virtue of Neceffity, and not aggravate but alle- 
viate the Burthen by patient bearing, according 
to the Latin, Leviusfit Patientia quicquid corrigere 
nefas. 

[ 7 ] Curs'd 
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THIS Proverb is farcaftically apply'd to 
fuch Perfons, who, tho' they have Malignity 
in their Hearts, have FeebUnefs in their 
Hands, difabling them from wreaking their Malice 
on the Perfons they bear Ill-will to. Alfo, under 
this ridiculous Emblem of Curfd CowSy inveterate 
Enemies are couched, whofe barbarous Defigns are 
often fruftrated by the Intervention of any over- 
ruling Providence, according to the Latin, Dat 
Deus immiti comua curta bovi. 



^S^t\^ fSLlX^ bettoeen tl^e Cnp ann 
tl^e Lip. 

THIS is a cautionary Proverb, applicable 
to fuch fanguine Perfons, who too con- 
fidently depend w^n future Expecflations, 
unthoughtful of the preventional G>ntingencies 
[ 8 ] that 
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that may intervene; it is only a Verfion of the 
Latin, Multa cadunt inter calicem fupremaque 
lqbia\ as that of the Greek y IloXXa yueraJ^ ireXct 
KvkiKo^ KoX xctX€09 aKpov; as alfo the French, De 
la Main a la bouche fe perd fouvent la foupe. 



00 longer ptpt no longer dance. 

THIS Proverb is a RefleClion upon the mer- 
cenary and ungrateful Tempers of too many 
People; and is alfo a good Memento of jPr«- 
^r«r^,intimatingthat A//j/br/««^ will have few or no 
Friends; for ungrateful and mercenary People, tho' 
they have had twenty good Turns done them 
formerly, will dance no longer than while the 
Mufixk of this Proverb obliges them for their 
Pains; nor budge no further than they have Money 
to pay them for their continued Services: Dum 
fervet Olla vivit amicitia, fay the Latins; and 
rri nE)2 n« n^ n«Dnp WD^T fay the Hebrews. 

[9 ] He 
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l^e toi^o i^asi a mfnD to beat a J^ofi, 
torn tatilv tm a ^Ucfu 

THIS Proverb is generally apply'd to fuch 
Perfons who out of Prejudice or ill Delign, 
feek Occalion of Blame and Scandal againft 
other Perfons, and aggrandize the moft pardonable 
Infirmities into flagrant Crimes; it feems to be 
borrowed of the Latin, ^ui vult cadere canem^ 
facile invenit fuftem. 

I^ugi^t (0 nebev in ^ngev. 

THIS Proverb intimates, that little Things 
are fafe under the Contempt of the World, 
for that their Infignificancy fecures them 
againft all Apprehenfiony Danger^ and Violence; 
for whatfoever is defpicabUy ufelefsy and good for 
nothing, is fafe under the Security of this old Say- 
ing, to all Intents and Purpofes; for Rete non 
[ 10 ] tenditur 
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tenditur milvioy fay the Latins. But the Adage is 
commonly apply'd by the common People upon 
any Providential Deliverance, making a Banter 
of God's Mercy, and laughing at their own or 
others Prefervation or Security under the Pro- 
tection of Heaven, and frequently with this Pro- 
fane Addition, If he had been good for any Things 
he had broke his Neck, been drowned, &c., as if 
Impiety were the only Prefervative againft Cafu^ 
a/ties. 

faint ^tavt ntttv toon faiv Hadi?. 

THIS Proverb animates to Conftancy and 
Refolution in any honourable Undertaking, 
having a more extenfive View than the 
Courting of a Miftrefs: It intimates the Injuria 
oufnefs of being low^fpirited and defpairing, in 
that a DejeHion of Mind will, in all Probability, 
frufirate the Succefs; for that Defpair is the Parent 
of Ruin; in that it difpirits a Man, and enfeebles 
[ II ] or 
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or enervates his whole Force. Le Couard tCatdra 
belle amiey fay the French. And indeed a low^ 
fpirited Perfon, who is terrified with Difappoint^ 
ments and DifficultieSy is as unfit for Arms as 
Amours^ nay, Civil Affairs too. But Courage^ 
on the other hand, makes Difficulties which to 
Appearance at firft feem unfurtnountable^ give way; 
for Audentes fortuna juvaty as fay the Romans \ 
whereas *AXXa ykp oi dOviiowre^ avSp€^ otkrore 
TpoTTOiov ianja-aarrOy fay the Greeks. 

faft hivdt, faft find* 

THIS Proverb teaches that People being 
generally loofe and perfidious, it is a great 
Point of Prudence to be upon our Guard 
againft Treachery and ImpofitionSy in all our Deal- 
ings and Tranfa<5lions, either in Buyingy Sellingy 
Borrowingy or Lendingy in order to preferve a good 
Underftanding and a lafting Friendfhip among 
natural Correfpondents. 

[ 12 ] Like 
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THIS Proverb docs not only intimate the 
Force of Nature^ but alfo of Example\ as 
much the Strength of Imagination and 
Practice in the latter^ as the violent Bent of /«- 
clination in th& former. 'Tis true, that Children, 
though not always, are generally like the Father 
or Mother in their Minds, as well as their Bodies; 
the Faculties of the former conmionly run in a 
Blood; and as for the Features and Complexion of 
the latter, they often look as if they were caft in 
the fame Mould: But I prefume the Point of the 
Proverb, is chiefly diredled at their Examples; and 
that f uch as are the Parents, as to Vice or Virtue, 
fuch are too commonly the Children; that the /// 
Examples of a vicious Father almoft univerfally 
tend to the debauching a Son; when the good Pre^ 
cepts and Examples of a virtuous Father go a great 
Way to the forming a virtuous one. Mali corvi. 
Malum ovum, fay the Latins; and, OvSerrorc Ik 
crictXXi79 /5d8a <f>verax, fay the Greeks. 

[ 13 ] A Fool's 
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THE Inftrudlion of this Proverb lies in 
governing the Tongue with Difcretion and 
Prudence. Tis a Ledlure of Deliberation^ 
Courtefy and Affability in Company, or Fidelity 
and Secrefy in Affairs. It is alfo a Satyr againft 
babbling or blurting out a rafli unlucky Word to 
the Prejudice of a Perfon; whatever comes upper- 
moft, without any R^ard to good Manners^ or 
Sobriety. The Proverb feems to be as ancient as 
Solomon, who faid ^>D2 «nn^ IHIT ^2 And, ^tt/V- 
y«/W /» buccam venerit effutit, fay the Latins. 



T5ivhfi Of a iff^eati^ev flocti togeti^ev. 

EVERY Fowler knows the Truth of this 
Proverb; but it has a further Meaning than 
the Affociation of irrational Creatures: It 
intimates that Society is a powerful Attradivey but 

[ 14 ] that 
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that Likenefs is the Lure that draws People of the 
fame Kidney together, A Covey of Partridges in the 
Country is but an Emblem of a Company of Goffips 
in a Neighbourhood, a Knot of Sharpers at the 
Gaming-Table, a Pack of Rakes at the Tavern, ^c. 
That one Fool loves another, one Fop admires 
another, one Blockhead is pleafed at the AffurancCy 
Conceit and Affedation of another; and therefore 
herd together. Pares cum paribus facillime con- 
gregantUTy Latin; *09 cuel rov oiioiov ayct ©€09 m 
Tov ofioiovy Greek. 



i^Dut Of ti^e fvtiviQ^pan into ti^e fivt. 

THIS Proverb is ufually applied to Perfons, 
who, impatient under fome fmaller In- 
conveniencyy and rafhly endeavouring to 
extricate themfelves, for want of Prudence and 
Cautiony intangle themfelves in Difficulties greater 
[ 15 ] than 
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than they were in before; So Sautter de la Poile 
6f je jetter dans les brafesy fay the French^ Incidit 
in Scyllam cupiens vUare Charibdim^ the Latins \ 
and Et5 to trvp Ik Kairvovy the Greeks. 



I^e fet0 ti^e f ojc to Iteep W dB^eefe. 

THIS Proverb refledls upon the ill Condu<5l 
of Men in the Management of their Affairs, 
by intrufting either Sharpers with their 
Money, Blabs with their Secrets, or Enemies or 
Informers with their Lives: For no Obligation 
can bind againft Nature: A Fox will love a Goofe 
ftill, though his Skin be ftript over his Ears for it; 
and a Common Cheat will always follow his old 
Trade oi tricking his Friend, in fpite of all Promises 
and Principles ol Honour, Hone fly, and good Faith. 
Agreeable to the Englijh is the Latin, Ovem Lupo 
commisisti; and the Greek, ToU Kvcrl roifs oipvas. 
[ i6 ] As 
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910 ftxvt a0 dffoD'si in dfflouceftetfl^fre. 

THIS Proverb is faid to have its Rife, on 
Account that there were more rich and 
mitred Abbies in that, than in any two 
Shires in England belides; but fome from William 
of Malmfbury refer it to the Fruitfulnefs of it in 
Religion, in that it is faid to have returned the 
Seed of the Gofpel with the Increafe of an hundred 
Fold. 

Cberi? !^an ti^fntts; i^fst oton dffeefe 

THIS Proverb intimates that an inbred 
Philauty runs through the whole Race of 
Flefli and Bloody and that Self-love is the 
Mother of Vanity y Pridcy and Miftake. It turns a 
Man's Geefe into Swans, his Dunghill Poultry into 
PheafantSy and his Lambs into Venifon. It blinds 
the Underftanding, perverts the Judgment, de^ 
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praves the Reafon of the otherwife moft modeft 
Diftinguishers of Truth and Fallity. It makes a 
Man fo fondly conceited of himfelf, that he pre- 
fers his own Art for its Excellency ^ his own Skill 
for its Perfedion^ his own Compofitions for their 
fVit^ and his own Produdions for their Beauty. It 
makes even his Vices feem to him Virtues^ and his 
Deformities Beauties; for fo every Crow thinks her 
own Bird fairefty though never fo black and ugly. 
Suum cuique Pulchrum^ fay the Latins. 

dffoot) mint neetisi no 05uf]^. 

THIS Proverb intimates. That Virtue is 
valuable for it felf; and that internal Good^ 
nefs Hands in need of no external Flourijhes 
or Ornaments; and fo we fay, a good Face needs no 
Band. It feems to be of a Latin Original; as Vino 
vendibili hedera jujpenja nihil opus efi\ and accord- 
ingly the French fay, A bon vin il ne faut point 
d^enfeigne. 

[ 20 ] Kifling 
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Mf!in% 8oe0 bt favour. 

THIS Proverb is a Refledlion upon Par- 
tiality, where particular Marks of Kind- 
nefs and Bounty are beftow'd on Perfons 
who are Favourites, whether they deferve it, or 
no, when Perfons more meritorious are negledled. 
But thus it will be where Perfons are led more by 
Humour than Judgment; fo fay the Romans, 
Trahit fua quemque voluptas, and the Greeks, Ov 
Trai^o9 dv8/>o9 €19 Kopivdov icrB" 6 irXov?. 

^ Mtk (0 better ti^an a mite. 

THIS Proverb intimates, that Things are 
not to be valued by their Bulk, but accord- 
ing to their intrinfick Worth and Value; 
that a litde which is good, is better than a great 
deal of that which is good for nothing; and fo fay 
the Latins, Ineft fua gratia parvis, and the Greeks, 
Meya /8t/8Xtbv, fieya KaKov. 

[ 21 ] AU 
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91U goesi itoton (ButttvMnt. 

THIS Proverb is applied to thofe who fpend 
all in Drunkennefs and Gluttony^ mere 
Belly-Gods, alluding to the Latin Word 
GuUury which fignifies the Throat. 



910 toffe 00 a pian of (0oti^atrt 

THIS Proverb paffes for the Periphrafis of 
a Fool, and an hundred Fopperies are 
feigned and fathered on the Townfolk of 
Gothamy a Village in Nottinghamfhire. 

9k% gooD a0 <&tot%t tA <&tttxu 

THIS George of Green was that famous 
Pindar oj Wakefield y who fought with Robin 
Hood and Little Johny and got the better 
of them as the old Ballad tells us. 

[ 22 ] Save 
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^te a Ci^fef from l^angins^ anti 
i^ell cut i?our Ci^roat 

THIS Proverb is as fevere a Le£lure againft 
doing an unthankful Perfon a Kindnefs, as 
againft faving a Thief from the Gallows y 
intimating that there is as much Imprudence in the 
oncy as Danger in the other; for nothing can engage 
an Ingrate againft abufmg his Benefailory or a 
Thief unhanged againft cutting his Friend's Throat. 
Thus fay the Romans^ Perit quod facis ingrato; 
and the French^ Otez un vilain du Gebety il vous y 
mettra. 

3[ac6 tDfU neter matte a dffentlematt 

THIS Proverb teaches, that every one will 
not make a Gentleman, that is vulgarly 
called fo, now-a days: There is more than 
the bare Name required, to the making him what 
he ought to be by Birthy Honour and Merit: For 

[ 25 ] let 
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let a Man get never fo much Money to buy an 
Eftate^ he cannot purchafe one Grain of GENTIL" 
ITY with it, but will remain JACK m the Proverb 
ftill, without Learnings Virtue^ and Wijdomy to 
enrich the Faculties of his Mind, to inhance the 
Glory of his Wealth, and to ennoble the Blood; for 
put him into what Circumftance you pleafe, he 
will dif cover himfelf one Time or other, in Point of 
Behaviour, to be of a mean Extradl, awkward, 
ungenteel, and ungenerous, a Gentleman at Second- 
hand only, or a vain-glorious Upftarti For you 
cannot make a filken Purfe of a Sow*s Ear; Ex 
quovis ligno Mercurius nonfit^ fay the Latins. 

I^atm toatci^^ l^tm catci^. 

THIS Proverb intimates, that Malice^ Spite^ 
and Envyy are generally Self-murderers 
upon the Uplhot; that to intend, ftudy, 
or contrive any Harm to our Neighbours^ is Bird- 
lime all over, and will catch ourfelves at laft. 
[ 26 ] This, 
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This, though Perfons are generally apt to forget 
in the Raging of their Anger, or in Infenfibility, is 
a trite Adage, and accordingly pns T\tW JHSD 
nsriD^, fay the Hebrews^ and Sibi parat malum^ 
qui altert parat ^ fay the Latins. 

%i (0 a gooD l^otfe ti^at neter 
ftuntiblen 

THIS Proverb intimates to us, that there 
is no Creature that ever went upon four 
Legs^ but has made fome falfe Step or 
other; and that every Mother's Son of us, who 
goes upon two, hath his Slips and his Imperfe (lions \ 
that there is no Perfon in the World without his 
weak Side, and therefore pleads a Pardon for 
Miftakes, either in Converfation or A (lion, and puts 
a Check upon intemperate Mockery, or unchari- 
table Cenfure. And fo the French fay, // n'y a bon 
cheval, qui ne bronche\ and ^andoque bonus 
dormitat Homerus, fays Horace. 

[ 27 ] Hungry 
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KN^nfiti? J^oil^ tofU eat Mrtt l^utiMng. 

THIS Proverb is ufed by way of Satire 
againlt thofe Perfons whofe impetuous 
Lufts make them demean themfelves be- 
neath their Quality; for tho' 'tis certain, dirty 
Water will quench Fire^ and a mean Punk fatisfy 
or cool a biu-ning Lufty yet thofe who ufe them are 
either very needy y or not very nice. The Proverb 
is alfo taken in another Senfe, and is a fevere 
Satire againft all our unneceffary Varieties and 
Delicacies of Foody and didlates the beft Way of 
Living in the World, with an Inftru<5lion of Tem^ 
perancCy Healthy and Frugality y only to drink when 
we are a dryy and to eat when we are hungry y for 
that there is nothing fo wholefomCy or fo relifhing 
as true Hunger, according to the Proverb, Hunger^ s 
the beft Sauce. Thus fay the Hebrews y «JBDa VCh:^ 
y^ao ^^i 1^'»B«; the Greeks y T049 airov 
anopova-i, oi opofioiy and the LatinSy Jejunus 
raro Stomachus vulgaria temnity and Fames eft op^ 
[ 28 ] timum 
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timum condimentum. The French^ A la Faim^ il 
tCy a point de mauvais pain, and the Italians, 
Vajino chi ha fame mangia d^ogni ftrame. 



I^e ti^at tDOttlD Ute at )^eace anti 

meet, 
^uti i^ear ant) fee, anti fat ti^e 

05eft 

T^HIS Diltich is a Dehortation from Cen^ 
farioufnefs and Detra£lion\ it teaches not 
to expofe and heighten, but to cover and 
extenuate the Impetfeilions and Failings of others, 
under the Penalty of procuring our own Difquie^ 
tude, and risking our Tranquillity. Whether it be 
originally Englifli, French, Italian, or Latin, I 
£hall not determine, but they all have it in a Diftich. 
Oy, voy & te tas,fi tu veux vivre en paix. French. 
Odi, vedi, tace, feu voi viver in pace. Italian. 

Audi, vide, tace,f% tu vis vivere in pace. Latin. 
[ 29 ] Sue 
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^ue a Tdm/ax attn catci^ a loufe. 

THIS Proverb is a witty Lampoon upon all 
indifcreet and vexatious Lawfuits com- 
menced againft infolvent People; for what 
can be more ridiculous than to fue a Beggar ^ when 
the Adtion muft needs coft more than he is worth? 
It puts a Man's Prudence quite out of Queftion, 
though it puts his Saiisfailion of Revenge and 
Malice quite out of Doubt; for, according to 
another Proverb, What can we have of a Cat but her 
Skin; Rete non tenditur accipitri, nee milvio, fay the 
Latins, and vetnjro^ dr8/>o9 ovScr a<r^aXeaTC/>oi^, 
fay the Greeks. 

i^anf l^nDjei maite Ligl^t mtn^ 

THIS Proverb is a proper Inducement to 
animate Perfons to undertake any Virtuous 
Attempt; either for the Relief of the 
Diftreffedy the Succour of the Oppreffedy or the 
[ 30 ] Vindication 
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Vindication and Defence of Religion and Prop^ 
ertyy againftp(7/^«/C)ppreffors or Invaders; for that 
however difficult and unfurmountable the Attempt 
may appear to a feeble /fw, yet an united Force 
will make it not only practicable^ but eajy too, 
according to the Latins*. Multorutn manibus grave 
levatur onus, and the Greeks, ir\€6v(ov 8c re cfyyov 
a/uivov. Homer. 



fat pmncW tmU lean )^tej& 

THE Edge of this Proverb is turned upon 
Excefs in Eating and Drinking, as an 
Enemy to the Clearnefs of Underfianding, 
and Vivacity of fVit\ it is either transferred from, 
or at leaft is confirmed by the Latin, Pinguis ven- 
ter nongignittenuemjenf urn, and the Greeks, IlaxcJa 
yourrfjp KeTrrov ov rwcrct voov. 

[ 33 ] Give 
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<5itt a fAan Lucit anD tl^roto l^fm 
into tl^e ^ea. 

THIS Proverb, in terminisy favours a little 
too much of Heathenifm or Profanenefs\ 
but it may very well befit a Chriftian 
Mouth, if that which the Vulgar call Lucky and 
the Learned Fortune y be denominated Providence \ 
for if that be on a Man's Side, you may throw him 
into the Sea, and not be adlually and legally 
guilty of Murder. This was verified in the Prophet 
Jonah. Sors Domina Campiy fay the Latins; and 
the GreekSy Scho tox^s oTaXayfiovy fj if>p€vciv 
iriOov. 

fUtmt^ m&W tl^e fAavt to go. 

THIS Proverb is a good Leffon of Induftry 
in our Calling, and Frugality in our Ex- 
pences, intimating its Ufefulnefs, in that 
it clothes the Naked,/?^^J the Hungry, and buys a 
Crutch for the Cripple, as Horace fays, 

[ 34 ] Scilicet 
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Scilicet uxorem cum dote,fidemq\ £5? amicoSy 
Et genus y ^fonnamy regina pecunia donai. 
In a Word, it carries on all the Bufinefs upon 
Earth, and there is nothing to be done without 
it in any Affair, either of Neceffity or Convenience, 
and by its Aififtance we may almoft work Miracles, 
as fay the Greeks y *Afyyvpiai.s KoyxoLun fta^ov, koI 
ndvra Kpanfcrcis, and rightly fince, Pecunia 
obediunt otnniay Laiiny which is a trite Adage, 
and owes its Original to Solomon's UK HJjy* CjD^n 
h^T\ Money anfwers all Things. 



tl^e Lip. 

THIS Proverb is a good Dehortation from 
too fanguine a Dependance upon future 
Expedtations, tho' very promifing; intimat- 
ing that the moft promifing Hopes are often 
daih'd in Pieces by the Intervention of fome un- 
[ 35 ] forefeen 
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forefeen and unexpedled Accident ;fo izythtLafinSy 
Multa cadunt inter calicem fupremaque labra\ and 
the Greeks^ iroXXa fiera^v ireXct kvXiko^ koX 
XCiXco9 aKpov; and Ben. SyrUy KJJ'»jfc T\cb^ t^fb^ 

.r6^E5D no njrr vh) 



Little pita^m l^at)e %vtat iS^v^ 

THIS Proverb is a good Caution to Parents 
and others, not to ufe too much Freedom 
in Difcourfe before Children: For that 
their Senfe of hearing is not only as quick or 
quicker than older PeopUy but alfo becaufe they 
have long Tongues as well as wide Ears, and their 
Innocence often divnlges what their Elders would 
have kept fecret: therefore. Maxima debetur puero 
reverentia, fays Juvenal; and Ce que F infant oit au 
Foyer eft bien toft cognen jufque au Monftieur, fay 
the French; and t6 piT« TT"^ IT^KT vhpn^ 
pnDDD r6>D nO'^n fay the Hebrews. 

[ 36 ] Many 
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0^nr talit of iSobfn l^ooD tol^o netiet 
fi^ot in W QBotD. 

THIS RoMn Hoodw^s z famous Robber, and 
ftoried to be an expert Archer in the Time 
of King Richard the Firft, about the Year 
1200; his principal Haunt was about Shirewood 
Foreft in Nottinghamjhire. This Proverb is appli- 
cable to all ignorant Pretenders and Braggadochio^s 
whatfoever, either in Knowledge or Bufinefs. It 
intimates that bragging and boafiing are common 
Impertinences in Converfation, equally among 
Travellers and Soldiers ^ as well as Poets and Paint- 
ersy who never out-did Nature yet, but only in the 
Lye. But they who pretend themfelves to be 
what they are noty will always be prating of what 
they do not know. So, Non omnesy qui Citharam 
tenenty Citharoedi funty fay the Latins; IIoXXol iikv 
vap0riKo<l>6poi,f vavpoi 8c re BaKp(oty the Greeks; 
and Molti parlan di Orlando y chi non videro tnaifuo 
brandoy the Italians. 

[ 37 ] Need 
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^eeD maftejei ti^e olD mift trot 

WHETHER we borrowed this Proverb 
of the French, Befoignfait vieille troiter^ 
or the Italiafiy Befogno fa trotar la 
vecchiuy I fhall not determine, being all three the 
fame V€rbaiim\ but it intimates the great Power of 
Neceffity, which does not only make the young and 
lufty go a trotting to relieve their NecefUieSy but 
alfo makes old People, who have one Foot in the 
Grave, to beftir their Stumps. NecefUy makes 
the Weak ftrong, the Decrepid a<5live and nimble, 
the Cripple walk: It gives Vigour and Life to the 
moft languifhing and feeble Starvelings makes the 
Lame find his Legs, excites the moft Obftinaie to 
lead or drive at the Will and Pleafure of his 
Mafter. Durum telutn necefitas, fay the LatinSy 
and *Avdyicg ovSk d€ol fidxovraiy the Greeks, 
though that feems to favour too much of a Sfoick 
Fatality. 

[ 38 ] Better 
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T5ttttv plai? at fmall dPame tl^an 
ftanD out 

THE meaning of this Proverb is, that Per- 
fons fliould not indolently fit down in /«- 
difference, leave off all Honeft Endeavours, 
and not do any Thing ai all, becaufe they can't 
prefently attain to do wh(U they wou*d\ ^ui non 
poteft quod vuU, velle oportet quod poteft, fay the 
Latins-, and VH^ ^>pB^1 «p1B^S «n^>aj BIB^S fay 
the Hebrews. 



<mt l^fm a EotDlanD for W ^M^tt. 

THIS Proverb in terminis is modern, and 
owes its rife to the Cavaliers in the time of 
the Civil Wars in England, who by way of 
Rebuff gave the Antimonarchical Party a General 
Monk for their Oliver Cromwell-, but as to the 
matter of it, it feems to proceed from the ancient 
Lex Talionis, or Law of Retaliation, an Eye for an 

[ 41 ] ^y^y 



Digitized by 



Googk 



DIVERS PROVERBS 



Eye^ and a Tooth for a Toothy and Par pari retuliy 
fay the Latins \ and of Horner^ s OXov k €111779 
rolov K inaKova-oL^y Gr. many make a Han- 
dle to return Railing /or Railing; but Chriftians 
ought to be of a better Spirit, maugre the private 
Revenge either of hard Words or rude Adlions, 
as fay the HebrewSy nom "pJTK 1X\ ^ nD« D« 

.^aoins 1^ Tajr pn tsnn>n vh 
(0ft)e l^fm a ISotolanD tac W ^M^tt. 

A NOTHER Rendition of this Proverb is 
/\ this; Rowland y viz. General Monk, or 
JL JL as others explain it King Charles the 
Second, who fome fay (tho not very beautiful 
himfelf, yet got very fine Children) ludicroufly 
called Rowleyy alluding to a Stallion of that 
Name kept in the MeufCy which tho ill favoured 
himfelf, yet got very fine Colts; as it is reported' 
the Lord Rochefier told his Majefty, when he ask'd 
him the Reafon of that Nickname. 

[ 42 ] Penny 
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THIS Proverb feverely laihes fuch Perfons 
who are fhri/fy to an Error in fmall, but 
neceffary Expences, but profufely extrava- 
gant in unneceffary ones; intimating. That the 
Wifdom of fuch Parfimony is no lefs Foolifliy than 
the faving a Cask of Wine at the Tap^ while they 
are turning it out at the Bung-Hole. Ad men-' 
furam aquam bibenteSy fine menfura off am come^ 
dentesy Latin. Merp<p vS(op vwovt€^^ d/i^/Mos 
lid^av c8ojT€9, Gr. 



i^e tl^at vtOumti toftl^out W i^oft muft 
vecium again. 

THIS tho a tippling Proverb, has a farther 
Meaning than Perfons making their own 
Reckoning at a Tavern or Alehoufe, and 
is ufually applied to fuch Perfons, who are apt to 
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be partial in their own Favour, flattering them- 
felves with the AdvantJ^es they fanfy to be on 
their fide in any Affair, and making no Allow- 
ances for the Difadvants^es that will or may 
attend them; fo Chi fa conto senza FHoftefa conto 
due volte y fay the Italians \ and ^ui compte fans 
fon hofte il lui convient compter deux foixy the 
French. 

THIS Proverb indicates the Perverfity of 
fuch Perfons who contemn all Civilities 
that are offered to them voluntarily, and 
fet a value upon none but what are obtained with 
Difficulty: It is alfo frequently applied in the 
way of Trade, where Perfons commonly fufpedl 
fome Defedl in profer*d Commodities, and value 
them at but a very low Rate; fo Merx ultronea 
putety {^Y the Latins; and Merchandife offerte eft a 
demi vendue. F. 

[ 44 ] The 
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Ci^e Eeceiber i0 asi ban asi ti^e Ci^iet 

THO this Maxim feems more cenforious 
than the Law, which inflidls only Tranf- 
portation on the Receiver, and Death on 
the Felon; yet it is true in Fa<fl, becaufe fuch Per- 
fons are in their Principles as diftioneft, tho they 
have not Courage to venture their Necks in the 
Employment; according to the Greeky ^Xii^or^poi 



ISecium not ipmv d^fcftensi before ti^et 
are i^atci^eti. 

THIS Proverb has its rife from the Vanity 
of Anticipaiing our Enjoyments before we 
come at them; we're always brooding in 
our Defires and hatching in our Minds what we 
would have to come to pafs^ before Things are ripe 
for it: and this Haftinefs oftentimes makes us 
[ 45 ] overflioot 



Digitized by 



Googk 



DIVERS PROVERBS 



overflioot our Reafotiy and forfeit our PrudencCy in 
reckoning that our own, that is not fo much as in 
Being. But this Proverb dehorts us from fpeaking 
confidently of our having, or as good as having 
Things in our Power and Poffeffiony which are far 
off ftill, only in Expe&ancy and depend wholly 
upon Promdence\ and not as the Latins fay, Ante 
vidoriam canere triumphum. And the Greeks y Tlpo 



THIS old Saw is ufually applied to fuch 
Perfons as are impertinent either in Dif- 
courfe or Writing, and it is indeed an in- 
tolerable Fault to be neither; for tho Rhyme be 
but a jingle, it affords Delight by the Muficalnefs 
of its Cadence, when for want of both Rhyme and 
Reafon it neither delights the Senfe nor improves 
the Intdledluals. Tis probable it had its Original 
[ 46 ] from 
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from the famous Sir Thomas MorCy Lord Chancellor 
of Englandy in the Time of King Henry the VIII. 
of whom it is ftoried, that an Author asking Sir 
Thomas's Judgment of an impertinent Book, he 
bid him turn it into Verfe, which he did, and 
fhew'd it to Sir Thomas^ who replied. Why ay^ now 
Uis fomething like, now 'tis Rhyme, but before 'twas 
neither Rhyme nor Reafon. 

mw i0 got ober ti^e J^ebtrsi Td&xHx 
t»(U be fpent unDer W 'Bell^ 

THIS Proverb is ufed of fuch covetous Per- 
fons, who have, by unju ft, fraudulent , and 
oppreffive Methods, amafs'd to themfelves 
worldly Riches; it intimates that fuch ill-gotten 
Wealth is commonly wafted by a profufe Heir in 
Riot and Luxury, and feldom defcends to the third 
Generation. Male porta male dilabuntur, fay the 
Latins, and 0*61 pin^ n^^nfUl ^B^J^ UIH n^no 
IJXap^ the Hebrews. 

[ 47 ] To 
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Co bur a f^fg in a pcllit, 

A PROVERB applied to fuch Perfons as buy 
a thing unfeen. 



mUn l^ooD'0 t^enni?tDott]^j& 

THIS Proverb is ufually applied to fuch as 
having gotten any Thing dilhoneftly, fell 
it at a Price much below the Value, ac- 
cording to the Proverb, Lightly cotney lightly go; 
and RoHn Hood is alluded to becaufe being an 
expert Archer, and fo coming eafily by it, he could 
afford to fell Venifon as cheap as Neck-Beef; ac- 
cording to the Latins y Aurea pro (sreisy and the 
Greek yjpiv<r^(L ^aXK^uavx but others on the con- 
trary apply it to fuch as would buy lumping 
Pennyworths, ftill alluding to Robiriy but upon 
another Confideration, mz. his being a Robber, 
who tho, as Camden calls him, Pradonem 
[ 48 ] mitijffimufny 
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mitiffimumy the moft gende and generous of 
Thieves, when Cafti run low, would have what 
he wanted at his own Rate, which his Chapmen 
were forced to take, or elfe he would have it for 
nothing. 

I^e 10060 one toat ^^ totOjS anoti^er. 

WE are beholden to Watermen for this 
Proverb, who firft helped us to the Hint, 
but yet they are not the Mark it aims 
at; for while they do fo, they are but doing their 
Duty, and contentedly go backwards themfehesy 
to help their Paffengers forward in their Journey: 
but the Point of it is diredled at SycophantSy and 
hollow-hearted Hypocrites y who while they pretend 
to be carrying on the Intereft of their FriendSy 
mean nothing lefs, and are at the fame time under- 
mining them. Altera manu fert lapideniy panem 
oftentat alteray fays Platitus\ Acftav €t9 yiroSruiay 
apuTTepav €t9 "iroSovirpov. Arifto. 

[ 49 ] A Rolling 
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a ItolUns ^tone qintt^m no ^Eofji 

THERE are a Set of People in the World 
of fo unfettled and reftlefs a Temper, and 
such Admirers of Novelty, that they can 
never be long pleafed with one way of living, no 
more than to continue long in one Habitation; but 
before they are well enter'd upon one Bufinefs, 
dip into another, and before they are well fettled 
in one Habitation, remove to another; fo that 
they are always bufily banning to live, but by 
reafon of Ficklenefs and Impatience, never arrive 
at a way of living: fuch Perfons fall under the 
Doom of this Proverb, which is defign'd to fix the 
Volatility of their Tempers, by laying before 
them the ill Confequences of fuch Ficklenefs and 
Inconftancy. Saxum volutum non obducitur Muf- 
cOy fay the Latins \ Ai0o^ tcvXivBofi^po^ to ifwKo^ ov 
^otct, the Greeks; Pierre qui roule n^amaffe point 
de mouffey the French; and Pietra moffa non fa 
muschioy tht Italians. 
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Sft i0 qpoh to make )^t toi^ile tl^e 

THO' this good honeft, Induftrious Proverb 
is made a Stalking-Horfe to the groffeft 
Villanies, and wiredrawn to countenance 
a thouf and bafe Pracflices, as the temporizing and 
trimming of Tum^CoatSy Cheating, Injuftice, 
DrunkennefSy Lafcivioufnefsy and all the Iniquities 
upon the Face of the Earth, Perfons laying hold of 
Opportunity of Satiating their impious Appetites 
under the Umbrage of it, yet notwithftanding all 
the Mifapplications the true Meaning of it is 
highly Moral. It is a great Encouragement to 
Virtue and GoodnefSy it teaches us to let no Time 
(which often feems to be put into our Hands by 
good Providence) flip thro' our Fingers, of ferving 
Gody and doing Good to ourf el ves or our Neighbours : 
For that the Sun will not ftand ftill for us as it did 
for Jo/hua in Gideon, nor Slacken its Courfe, for 
fuch flow, negligent, idle, trifling, infignificant 
[ 51 ] Mortals 
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Mortals as we are, upon the little Occafions of 
Ambition, Preferment, Learning or Livelihood; it 
therefore teaches to be adive and vigorous, to take 
Time by the Fore-lock, which is bald behind, and 
being paft can't be laid hold on; according to the 
Latin y Fronte capillata eft^ poft eft occafio calva; 
and the Greek, Ovk alel dipo^ co-a-ctrcu, ^iroUUrde 



^tax i^ mi? ^\^ixt, but ^taxtt (0 mr 

SOME Friends are nearer to a Man than 
others: Parents and Children than other 
Relations : Relations than Neighbours, and 
Neighbours than Strangers; but above all, a Man 
is neareft to himfelf. Charity begins at home\ but 
[ 52 ] this 
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this Charity at home ftands in a flippery Place, 
upon the Brink either of an ungenerous Self-Lovey 
or of a foreign extravagant Afe6l%on\ and it is very 
apt to Hide into one or other of thefe difcommend- 
able Extremes. The Adage indeed intimates. 
That we ought to value our Bodies more than our 
Goods; to part with our Clothes off our Backs, 
rather than have our Skins ftripp'd over our Ears; 
that our Charity and Hofpitality ftiould commence 
at our own Houfes, for the Entertainment of our 
Families, Relations, and Friends; yet it does not 
mean, that it ought always to lie fneaking at home, 
and never Ihew itfelf abroad; it ftiould be as ex- 
tenfive as the Light, and beftow here and there a 
kind Ray upon Strangers, as well as bofom Friends 
and Acquaintance, according to our Circumftances, 
tho not fo as to make a Man a Felo de fe by his 
good Offices to others. Ma chemife nCeft plus 
proche que ma RobCy Fr. Tunica pallio propioTy 
Latin. Plus pres eft la Chair que la Chemifey Fr. 
^Awiirepov ij yoin; KPij/iTjy Gr. 
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^ne fsim i^ati better fteal a l^otte 
tl^an anoti^er looii ober ti^e l^eDge. 

THIS Proverb does not juftify Stealing at 
all; it means very honeftly and is only a 
fmart Turn upon all partial Proceedings, 
as well in private Judgments as publick Trials. 
It intimates that when great Rogues are in 
Authority, and have the Laws againft Oppreflion 
and Robbery in their own hands, little Thieves 
only go to pot for it; and that inferior Pirates are 
puniflied with Death at the Gallows, while great 
Offenders live fafe and fecure under the Helm of 
Government. This proverb is for doing all People 
Juftice a like, from the higheft to the loweft, and 
in all Cafes whatfoever, either of Defert or Demerit. 
We live indeed in a thieving, cheating, and plunder- 
ing Age: Cozening is become a topping Trade, only 
we have got a genteeler way of ftealing now, than 
only to take a man's Horfe from under him on the 
Highway, and a little loofe Money out of his 
[ 54 ] Pocket; 
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Pocket; our Rapparees are Men of better Breeding 
and Faftiion, and fcorn to play at fuch fmall 
Game, they fweep away a noble Eftate with one 
flight Brufli, and bid both the Gallows and Horfe- 
Pond defiance; and the Mob is not always juft 
in this Point, for one Pick-Pocket deferves a 
Horfe-Pond as well as another, without any re- 
gard to Quality or fine Clothes. But Dat Veniam 
CorviSy vexat cenfura Columbus y fay the Latins. 



THIS Proverb is ufually applied to fuch 
Perfons who for want of Penetration into 
the Confequences of Things, and of the 
Qualification of knowing Men, are often prevailed 
upon by the Artifices of defigning Perfons to do 
thofe things, which will in the Confequence 
fenfibly afFecJl themfelves while they defign them 
only for others, deeming themfelves fecure: As 
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alfo fuch revengeful Spirits, who profecute their 
private Refentments againft others with fuch an 
unwary Precipitatenefs, that the heavieft Part of 
the Puniftiment frequently falls to their fhare. 
Of airr^ kokol rei;;(€i av^p dXX^ icouca r€&)(w>Vy 
fay the Greeks, and *Eirt creavr^ rffv crekijvfiv 
KaOekel^. In tuum ipfius caput Lunatn deducisy 
Latin. 



Ci^e xcmt l^afte ti^e tiootfe ^peeD. 

THIS Proverb is a good Monition to Calm^ 
nefs and Sedatenefs in the management of 
any Bufinefs; it is a Reprehenfion of pre- 
cipitate and hurrying Tempers, who frequently, 
by over-eagernefs, mar what is under their Hands; 
it is much the fame in fenfe with our common 
Proverb, Hafle makes Wafie, and there are feveral 
Proverbs in feveral Languages to the fame Pur- 
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port: ^ui trop fe hafte en Cheminanty en beau 
chemin fe fourvoye fouvent, fay the French, ^ui 
nitnis properey nimis profpere\ and Nimium prope- 
runs ferius abfohity the Latins: and it likewife 
anfwers to the Feftina lentei and accordingly. 
Tarry a while y thai we may make an end the foonery 
was the common faying of Sir Amias Pawlet. *H 
aKavdX^ etrayofiiirq rv^Xa Tucray fay the Greeks; 
which is of much the fame Import, as Canis 
fefiinans cacos parturit catulosy among the Latins. 



wy^m tl^e ^6t folU( toe fl^all catcl^ 
latftji 

THE Lark is a lofty Bird, and foars perhaps 
as high as any of the Inhabitants of the 
airy Regions; and if there be no other way 
of coming at them, till the Sky falling down on 
their Heads bears them down into our Hands, we 
fhall be little the better for *em. This Proverb is 
[ 59 ] ufually 
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ufually apply'd to fuch Perfons who buoy them- 
felves up with vain Hopes, but in Embryo, ill 
conceived, and as likely not to go out half their 
Time, or not to laft till their Accomplifhment; as 
fondly as the Lad who feeing the Lord Mayor in 
his pompous Proceflion, said. See what we muft 
all come to\ Ad illos redis qui dicuntj Si calum 
ruaty Latin. Oarrov ircHifcra ftcXi Kovdapo^ ^ 
ydka K(ov(ailf, Greek. 



'Cijsi too late to fpave tol^en all ijS 
fpent 

SOME Perfons are fo much for Enjoyment in 
the prefent Tenfe, that they cannot think 
of being thrifty but in futuroy and by that 
means often from an opulent Fortune, precipitate 
themfelves into a Condition of Indigence. To fuch 
Perfons this Proverb is a good Admonition to 
Frugality and Providence, and not by Exceffes and 
[ 60 ] Luxury, 
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Luxury, to out-run the Conftable; and not to for- 
get Parfimony, while we have fomething left to 
fpare: It likewife holds good in a Thriftinefs of 
our Time not to be continually procraftinating 
and putting off neceffary Duties, till we have no 
Time left us to perform them in. Serd in /undo 
parfimoniay fays Seneca. Aeiv^ Brf evi irv^ftm 
<^€i8a>, fays Hefiod. 



^ummet. 

A LL the falfe as well as foolifli Conclufions, 
/ \ from a particular to an univerfal Truthy 
JL JLfall under the Cenfure of this Proverb. 
It teaches, that as he that gueffes at the Courfe of 
the Year by the Flight of one fingle Bird, is very 
liable to be miftaken in his ConjeAure; fo alfo a 
Man cannot be denominated Rich from one fingle 
Piece of Money in his Pocket, nor accounted 
[ 6i ] univerfally 
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univerfally good from the Pra<5lice of one fingle 
VirtuCy nor temperate becaufe he is ftouty nor 
liberal becaufe he is exa<5lly jufu that one Day 
cannot render a Man completely happy in point 
of Timey nor one Adion confummate his Glory in 
Point of Valour. In Ihort, the Moral of it is. That 
the right way of Judging of Things, beyond Im- 
polition and Fallacy, is not from Particulars, but 
Univerfals. Una hirundo non facit ver^ fays 
Horace. To &/> fiia x^^^^ w ircHct, Ariftot. 
from whence we borrow it. 



Stable J^oot* 

THIS Proverb is not only levelled at a 
carelefs Groom, but has a more extended 
Aim; it intimates, that 'tis a mighty Im- 
prudence to negledt the weighing of all the Cir- 
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cumftances of an A<5tion, both as to Time and 
Place, before we venture upon doing what per- 
haps we may repent of in the Event to our Great 
Shame or Damage. This is generally the VS^fdom 
of the World, when the Thing is over, we are as 
wife as Experience can make us. Almoft all the 
Mifcarriages of Mankind are for want of Think- 
ing: After-Wit is commonly dear bought, and we 
pay for it either with Misfortune, Anxiety, or 
Sorrow; for there is no unthinking a Misfortune, 
after it has befallen us for want of Precaution and 
Forefight: an After-thought may inhance our 
Trouble, but can't relieve our Diftress; it may 
prevent like Inconvenience for the future, but it 
cannot make any Satisfa<5tion for what is paft. 
S error la Stalla quando fhan perduti i buoviy {^y 
the Italians. Eft temps de fermer Feftable quand 
les Chevaux en font alUsy the French, ^ando- 
quidem accepto claudenda eft janua damnoy the 
Latins. And UpofirjOev^ ion fiera to, irpdyyLaray 
the Greeks. 
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9ifttv ffeoeet iS^tat cornet fmt ^uce. 

THIS Proverb is an excellent Monition to 
Temperance and Sobriety y for that what- 
foever is excefive and unreajonabUy either 
in our Actions or our Pafions and Appetites j in 
either drinking or eating to Gluttony \ either in 
point of Wit, Mirth, or Wantonnefs to Intemper- 
ance; of Luft, Leachery, or Lewdnefs to Iniquity ^ 
will certainly make the fweeteft Meat we can eat 
rife as four as a Crab in our Stomachs; for that 
there is rank Poifon in the Tail of all unlawful 
Pleafures, a bitter Sweet, or a deadly four Dr^ in 
the bottom of the Veffel, which will be Wormwood 
and Gall in the Belly. Poft gaudia Im£IuSj iay 
the Latins. *E£ dir/oo^ta? irpdyiiaray fay the 

Greeks', andTOin nnoB^ nnnn«i :h a«D'» pnts^a m 

the Hebrews. 
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THE moral Inftrucflion of this Proverb, is. 
That PerfonSj though skilful in their own 
Arty ought not to meddle or make with 
Things out of their own Sphere^ and not prefume 
to corred or amend what they do not underftand. 
The Proverb is only the Latin Nefutor ultra crepi^ 
dam^ in an Engliflt Drefs; and firft took its Author- 
ity from a Story of the celebrated Painter ApelleSy 
who having drawn a famous Piece, and expof'd 
it to publick View, a Cobler came by and found 
Fault with it, becaufe he made too few Latchets 
to the Golofhoes: Apelles mends it accordingly, 
and fets it out again, and the next Day the Cobler 
coming again, finds Fault with the whole Leg\ 
upon which Apelles comes out, faying, Coblery go 
Home and keep to your Laft. Accordingly fay 
the GreekSy tmdprav cXa^c?, ravrav Kocrfiei. 
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in tl^efr facesi 

THIS old Saw is founded on a fond and 
falfe Tradition, which reporteth, that ever 
fince Sir William Tracey was moft a<5live 
among the four Knights who killed Thomas 
Beckety Archbilhop of Canterbury ^ it is impofed on 
the Traceys for miraculous Penance, that whether 
they go by Land or Water, the Wind is always in 
their Faces. If this were fo (fays Dr. Fuller) it 
was a Favour in a hot Simimer to the Females of 
that Family, and would fpare them the ufe of a 
Fan. 

Co cut large Cl^ongis out of anotl^ev 
feM^ leati^et. 

THIS Proverb is not only levelled at a 
Cutter to a Shoemaker, who does not con- 
trive and cut out his Mailer's Leather to 
the beft Advantage; but it aims at all thofe Per- 
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fons, who, niggardly to an Excefs of their own, 
would fain gain the Chara<5ler of Generous or 
Charitable at other People's Expcnces, and fo arc 
very liberal of other People's Pockets to f ave their 
own, either in Donations of Amity or Almsj and 
do as Erafmus fays. Ex alieno tergore lata fecare 
loray Latin; and French j II coupe large curroye du 
cuir d^autruy\ and the Greeks TdXXor/xoi/ dftav 

Coo mucl^ of one Cluing is( good for 
tfotl^ing. 

THIS Proverb is an Apophthegm of one of 
the Seven Wife Men of Greece. Some 
attribute it to ThaleSy and fome to Solon^ 
Mi^Scv ayavy Gr. It is generally applied by 
way of Reprehenfton to fuch Perfons, who, when 
by fome witty Drollery or Banter, they find they 
have diverted the Company, pleafed with the 
Conceit of their own Wit, they either draw 
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it out to that Length, 'tis fo fine that no 
body can perceive it but themfelves; or they 
carry on the Jeft till it grows troublefome and 
naufeouSy forgetting, that tho a little Wt in Com- 
pany, like Salt at a Table, makes Converfation 
relifliingy yet they muft love favoury Bits very 
well, that can dine out of a Salt-Seller. Eft modus 
in rebus; funt certi denique fines y ^uos ultra citra^ 
que nequit confiftere reHum. Hor. 



IN this Proverb the Vice of Ingratitude is ar- 
raigned; it intimates that mutual Offices of 
Love, and alternate Helps or Affiftances, are 
the Fruits and Iffues of true Friendlhip, that it is 
both meet and comely, and juft and equitable, to 
requite KindneiTes, and to make them amends who 
have deferved well of us: ^i plaifir fait, plaifir 
requierty fay the French; and Gratia gratiam parity 
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the Latins \ Xdpiv x^P^^ rucreL, the Greeks; and 
the Heirews JV^ ^BD n« n^ HWDnp «D'»m. 

(Biblet0 in aimsi 

THIS Proverb points at fuch Perfons, who 
by A<5ls of Injuftice, Oppreflion, and Fraud, 
amafs to themselves large Eftates, and 
think to atone for their Rapine by doing fome 
charitable A<5ls while they are alive, or when 
they can no longer poffefs them, by leaving their 
Lands in Mortmain^ to pious and charitable Ufes, 
as building and endowing Hofpitals, Alms-Houfes, 
and other A<5ls of Beneficence (commendable 
indeed, when done from a truly Chriftian Charity) 
but they who think by thus paying Paul, to atone 
for their robbing Peter, entertain an Opinion 
highly difparaging the Juftice of the Almighty. 
Parallel to this is the Hebrew Adage, KBJ 

.\XfD^:h pirna «p^nDi 
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an oU) ^09 tDiU learn no Cridisi 

THIS Proverb intimates, that Old Age is 
indocile and untra(lable\ that if antient 
Perfons have been put into a Wrong Way 
at firft, the Force of a long contraded Habit is fo 
ftrong, and their Indifpofition to learn, and Aver-- 
fion to be taught, fo violent, that there is no Hopes 
of reducing them to the Right. Senex Pfittacus 
negligit ferulamy (ay the Romans; and NcKpw 
iarpeueLv koX yipovra vovOer^tvy ravrov ion, the 
Greeks. 

9!f ipnx ttttft before i?ou trt^ 
i^ou mat tepent before i^mx hit. 

UNDER this Proverbial Diftich is couched 
a good Leffon of Caution and Circum- 
fpe(5lion, not to choofe a Friend on a 
fudden, or make Perfons our Intimates, and re- 
pofe a Confidence in them by entrufting them with 
[ 72 ] our 



Digitizepl by 



Googk 



DIVERS PROVERBS 



our Secrets and private Concerns, before we have 
experienced their Integrity; it alfo cautions Per- 
fons againft too eafy a Credulity in buying upon 
the Credit of Perfons unknown, without deliber- 
ately weighing in their Minds whether the things 
are equal in value to the Price of the Purchafe. 
nCarei yjpnfjiiar oXc<r<ra, amcrriiQ 8* icrdoKra^ 
Greek; therefore it was an antient Precept, 
Meiivrfcro amorctv; and the Hebrews fay, ^8 

.13 ^^^ noa vhtK ]i^yp:i ^anon 



WY^ttt t)fce fioejs before^ tengeance 
fbllot00 aftet. 

THE Notion of Impunity often animates 
ill-difpofed Perfons to the Commiflion of 
flagrant Crimes j which would never have 
been perpetrated, had the Verity of this Proverb 
been impreffed in the Minds of thofe Delinquents: 
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for certain it is, however flowly Vengeance may 
feem to move, it will affuredly overtake the Of- 
fender at laft; and by how much it is the longer 
in coming, being once arrived, it will fall on them 
the heavier, according to that Maxim, Tho Juftice 
has leaden Feety it has iron Hands \ and fo, Raro 
antecedentem jcelefium deferuit pede pcsna claudo. 
Hor. 



i^otl^ing tenture^ noticing l^ate. 

THIS Proverb, tho it does not licenfe an 
inconfiderate Rajhnejs, in running Ha2^ 
ardsy maugre all Probability of Succefs; yet 
it is a Spur to Induftry and Refolution in any 
Undertaking; it dehorts from fuch a Pufillanimity 
and Cow-heartednefs as to be inactive at the 
Apprehenfion or Appearance of any Danger or 
Difappointments that may poffibly occur, fo as 
to make a Perfon renounce the very Hopes of 
[ 74 ] fucceeding 
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fucceeding in a Preferment, Profit, or Accommo- 
dations of Life, for want of Courage to ask a 
Favour, to demand a Right, to defend or fight 
for a Liberty or Property. Chi non s' arrifchia, 
non guadagna, fay the Italians^ ^ui ne s' adven- 
turcy ne a cheval ny a mulcy the French^ and, 
^id autem tentare nocebit? the Latins. 



Mxtut tii^fci^ patletsi i$ neat a 
^utteniier. 

A S in fortified Places beii^ed by an Enemy, 
/\ and well provided to hold out, the valiant 
JL JL Soldiers, who are refolutely bent to de- 
fend it, fcorn to treat or capitulate with the 
Enemy; but receive their diihonourable Offers with 
Contempt and Difdain: So when Virtue, the 
Fortrefs of the Soul (which ought to be defended 
with the utmoft Obftinacy) is attacked by bold 
Affailants, they who are refolutely bent to defend 
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it, will hearken to no Terms, but repulfe diihonour- 
able Offers with Indignation. And when once a 
Woman lends a liftening Ear to Offers, tho never 
fo high, as to the Surrender of her Chaltity, 'tis 
odds if fhe do not furrender it upon very low ones 
in the Upfhot. Virtus qua Jacilem pravo prabet 
auremy non tegre cedit. L. 



A LL the Actions and Enterprizes of Mankind 
/ \ labour under the Refleilion of this quaint 
JL JL moral Sentence y whether they be prudent 
or imprudent in the Undertaking, and good or bad 
in the Acompliihment. It intimates that Perfons 
ihould be very deliberate and advifed in the 
beginning of an Undertaking; for that to begin 
well is the only way to quicken and difpatch the 
Endy let it be what it will. It intimates that there 
is a great deal of Difficulty in beginning well, and 
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that a falfe Step at firft Start is hardly to be re- 
covered afterwards: That the work does not coft 
half fo much Trouble as the Defign of it; that it is 
an eafy Matter to make way when the Ice is 
broke. It refledls upon falfe Foundations and 
foolilh Projedls. And it holds good from Morality 
and worldly Affairs to Religion, That a good 
beginning is a fair Step to a good Ending. Dimid- 
turn fadiy qui bene ccepity habety fay the Latins; 
and *^pxyi tJiimtv irarro9, ^rifi. 



m f jS toell ti^at endjEi toell 

IT is plain matter of fadl, that the End crowns 
all Things, and that every Thing is not to be 
judg'd amifs that may appear fo for the 
prefent. A worldly Misfortuney if it quickens our 
Diligence and Induftry\ a fevere Fit of SicknefSy if 
it promotes our Piety y and makes us amend our 
Lives, is welly tho for the prefent no Afflidlion 
[ 77 ] feems 
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feems joyous but grievous: For a happy Heath 
is the never-failing Portion of a well-fpent LifCy 
which always ends in eternal Blifs and Glory. 
The belt way oi judging of Things, beyond Miftake, 
is by the iffue or Event of them. Finis coronat 
Opus, fay the Latins; and, *AXin;ovt8a9 rffiepa^ 
aya, the Greeks. 



fH&ni^ Wwh» t»m not fill a TduVt^tl 

THIS Proverb is a fevere Taunt upon much 
Talking: Againft great Promifers of doing 
what they never intend to perform; a 
Refledlion upon thofe Perfons, who, fo they can 
but be Mifers of their own Pockets and Service, 
will be down-right Prodigals of fair Words; but 
they, according to another Proverb, butter no Par- 
fnips; and fo. Re opitulandum, non verbis , fay the 
Latins. 
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Ci^e gounger i5totl^tt ti^e better 
(Bmtltnmu 

THOUGH this Proverb contradidls their 
Notions who think fuch Perfons only the 
ieft Gentlemen who have the largeft EftateSy 
and it being the cuftom of England for the Eldeft 
Son to go away with the whole Patrimony y it may 
to them feem a Paradox: but as it is grounded on a 
different Notion, fo there have been and are plenti- 
ful Inftances to confirm the Truth of it; for while 
the Elder Brother of a Houfe depending on his 
Eftate^ is either indulged by Parents^ or gives up 
himfelf to an indolent Humour, that his Soul in his 
Body, like a Sword in the Scabbard, rufts for want 
of life, thinking his Eftate fufficient to gentilize 
him, if he have but only the Accompliihment of a 
Fox-Hunter^ or a Country Juftice; the Younger 
Brother being put to his fliifts, having no Inherit- 
ance to depend upon, by plying his Studies hard 
at Home, and accompliihing himfelf by Travels 
[ 79 ] Abroad, 
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Abroad, oftentimes, either by Arts or ArtnSy raifes 
himfelf to a confpicuous pitch of Honour, and fo 
becomes much the better Gentleman: For 'tis 
Manners makes a Many which was the ufual motto 
William of fFickham, Bifliop of fFinchefier, and 
founder of the G>ll^e there, and of New CoU^e 
at Oxford, infcribed on the Places of his Founding. 



€)ne fcabhtti ^^ttp mattjei a toi^ole 
fiocfu 

THIS Proverb is apply'd either to fuch 
Perfons who being vicious themfelves, 
labour to debauch thofe with whom they 
converfe; or to fuch, who not careful enough in 
preferring their own Firtue, expofe themfelves to 
the Contagion of Fice, by affociating with thofe 
who are vicious; it admoniihes of the Danger of 
fuch fociety it being like an Infedlious Diftemper, 

[ 80 ] and 



Digitized by 



Googk 



DIVERS PROVERBS 



and therefore ought to be carefully and induftrU 
oufly avoided. It is a trite Truth, and has the 
Teftimony of feveral Nations to confirm it. Grex 
totus in agris unius f cable cadit &? porrigine Porci, 
Juvenal. XcoX^ (twoik&v koLv VTrocKoJ^eiv fidOoi^, 
Plutarch. Ne faut qu* une brebis rogneuje pour 
gafter tout le TroupeaUy French. Una pecora infetta 
n'ammorba una fetta, Ital. Tij;n fc6 VW'^d^ iO 
1^ '»0D fc6 «E^'»il the Hebrews. 



Ctead on a morm and it t»iU turn. 

THIS Proverb is generally ufed by Perfons 
who have received grofs Infults and In- 
juries from others (which they have for 
fome time bore with Patience) to excufe their 
being at laft tranfported to fome Warmth of Re^ 
fentment and Pajffion: Habet &? mufca fpleneniy 
fay the Romans \ and, *Ev€OTt kolv fivp/iriKi k&v 
aep^ X^^'Hy ^^ Greeks. 

[ 8i ] Brag 
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Btag f jS a good J^o^, Imt l^olbfaSt 

THIS Proverb is a Taunt upon Bragga* 
docMsy who talk big, boaft, and rattle: 
It is alfo a Memento for fuch who make 
plentiful Promifes to do well for the future, but 
are fufpe<5led to want Conftancy and Refolution 
to make them good. 



Ci^e ^Bellr i^asi no cEatji 

THIS Proverb intimates, that there is no 
arguing the Matter with Hunger, the 
Mother of Impatience and Anger. It is 
a prudent Caution not to contend with hungry 
Perfons, or contradidl their quarrelfome Tempers 
by ill-tim'd Apologies or Perfuafions to Patience. 
It is a Le<5lure of Civility and Difcretion, not to 

[ 82 ] difturb 
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difturb a Gentleman at his Repaft, or trouble him 
with unfeafonable Addreffes at Meal-Time. From 
Venter non habet aures^ Latin; the French say 
Ventre affame n^a point d*Oreilles. 



[ 83 ] 
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